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WHEN KITTY RICAFORT and her husband
Rico moved into their current home, she was
seven months pregnant with their second child.
The stress of having their previous home broken
into was too much for her, and luckily, her mother
had just finished building two townhouses on the
unused space beside her own home, so Kitty and
her family decided to move in.
With a growing family to consider, and not
much time to decorate, she scoured her family’s
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LIVING ROOM
Kitty found all the chairs from
her grandmother's house, gave
the rocking chair a fresh coat
of paint and re-upholstered
the kids' sofa. The sofa was
scored from an SM Homeworld
sale, where she was able to
customize the color and the
size of the pillows.

() ()
Finding a New Purposc
Old pieces are resurrected and find a new
home in this townhouse for a family of five

houses for pieces she could use. “We were living
in my grandmother’s home during the break-in,
but thankfully they weren't able to get some of the
heavier pieces. I was able to get a couple of pieces
from there. I also looked into my mom’s home for
pieces. They live next door, so whenever I needed,
say, a coffee table or a chair, it was so easy to go
there and I would always find what I needed. I
worked from the bottom up, tackling one space
at a time. I didn’t want to stress over it too much.”

HOMEOWNERS
Kitty and Rico Ricafort
with their kids Alba,
Maja, and Caty
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gome pieces, like the coffee table that's
found a place in the living room, have re-
mained the way Kitty found them. But most
cos were painted over, re-upholstered, or
repurposed. She shares, “I had an upholsterer
come in to finish all' the pieces in & day—1
just chose the fabrics beforehand and he did
everything on the spot.” The fabrics and paint
lhues chosen by Kitty were Dright or modern,
sometimes to the horror of her mother: She
Jaughs, “My mother was horrified \.Nhlcn I
painted our dining table plack. She s.zu'd, Ang
ganda ganda ng Joulay ng nar’® pipinturd=
han mo pa!’ but it gave the room & modern
feel” The same {reatment Was given to the
sky blue table found in the famil)’"'oomv and
the set of tables found on {he landing arcaon

the third floor. S

Its evident that Kitty has & .wasLe no_t, want
not” attitude, gleefully breathing newlifeinto
old things. She say= R L HE59 ORI

thing, I figure 0ut how I can make it look new:
again, or {1 can use it for another purpose.”
The antique piece give l_le" a feeling of close
family ties. ‘T 8r¢Y up using most of the piec-
es, like the chair that I used all the time be-
fore when I'Was kid is now in my own kids’
room. IS @ good example to my kids that
hand-me-downs aren’t a bad thing—instead,
you can treat them like heirlooms, and in my
case, instead of heirlooms that you just look
at, we get touse them every day!” GH

Their small
reading
space is
decorated
with family
snapshots

MIXITUP
Don't be afr
to mix wood
finishes. This gives

off acontempo-

'y vibe

The heaviness of the dark
narra console table is
offset by daintier touches
like floral vases and a

white mirror with curlicues.
A mounted printanda

pop of color modernize
the space
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LANDING AREA

All the pieces found here
are from Kitty's grand-
mother, from the capiz
window, down to the rug.
The chairs were painted
and re-upholstered, and
the bare lamp adds an

a urban chic feel to the
Filipinina decor,

MAKE IT POP

Muted colors are
given a shot of
whimsy with hits of
bold hues, like sky.
blue and red

)

Goo
D HOUSEKEEPING November 2014

—




DINING ROOM

The pieces of furniture all came from
Kitty's grandmother's home, and made of
narra. Kitty purposefully left the chairs
mismatched to give the room a more
eclectic, casual feel.

MASTER BEDROOM

Kitty found the design of the headboard
online and had it made in less than a
day. The curtains are made out of canvas
mixed with old curtains beneath them.
An old sewing machine serves as Kitty's
bedside table and accessories cabinet,
Kitty and Rico are currently enjoying
the company of another member of the
family, their baby girl, Caty.
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FIT FOR A QUEEN
Put two single
beds together and
use a sturdy mat-
tress and bedsheet
to keep them from
separating
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Ancestral furniture get a new
lease on life with FRESH PAINT,
SPLASHY FABRICS, and a
plethora of bright,

BREEZY SPACES
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ENTRY FOYER. The Ricaforts’
four-storey townhouse begins
with this small but cozy foyer
that ls made atmosphericas it is
painted a moody, stormy gray
Hints of Kitty Espiritu Ricafort’s
revamped finds can be seen
Iimmediately, such as the old
buresu used as a conscle, 8
curvy mirror washed In white,
and a kitschy horse figure updated
with a powder blue hue.
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“THIS LOT USED TO BE THE POOL AND GARDEN AREA OF MY PARENTS'
HOUSE, which Incidentally, Used to be one of Nora Aunor’s

old houses," laughs freelance writer and stylist Kitty Espiritu-
Ricafort. “Through the windowi, you can see their balcony, vhich
used to overlook Nora Aunor's heart-shaped pool—yes, it vias
heart-shaped|”

Kitty's return to her parents’ home—at least to the townhouse
her parents had built, is storied, Since getting married six years
ago, she and husband Rico had had three moves, Their first
home wias In Makatl and the second was her grandparents’ old
home in San Juan. “V/e were on vacation In Australia for three
weeks and while we viere away, our house was broken Into
All our stuff was stolen—DVDs, laptops, my hard drivel | was
pregnant and stressed out, Even If | was seven months pregnant

th Al L
with Alba then, | knew we had to move,” she recounts, >>
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Window" +o the living/dining area and
/ 3,.““” {“"\ﬂ o kitchen. This space s
/ d highlighted by a funky

wire lamp from Crossings
Home which Kitty got for
50% off—Parls prints in
SM Homeworld frames, a
fedora from Boracay, and a
cowhide harlequin-pattern
rug from Make Room,
which she also got at

a discount.
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Kitty's grandmother’s narra

dining chair—reupholstered in gold
denim, no less—inhabits one of

the stair landings, Jazzed up with a
graphic but inspirational poster.

READING NOOK.

The RL staff loved this old rattan
swivel chair reupholstered in
botanical print fabric from Market!
Market! ("Again, bought on sale,”
Kitty admits). The graphic black
and white curtains are actually
department store-bought panels
stitched together to accommodate
the tall windows. Bookshelves are
from IKEA.
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OFFICE. An estrs room b used
by Kinty and Rico as an otfice and
den. Covered in classic carpets
she had also picked up from

her grandparents’ collection,

the bright room receives »
comempor ary leel lrom chairy
reupholstered in labric from IKEA
and visually captiveting throw
piliows thet Kty hersell mabes
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Kitty knew the potential for reuse was great
but had no idea where to begin. On a whim,
she sent Gwyn Guanzon, Real Living's former
creative director, an email. “I didn't know

him personally but | liked his style and how
eclectic he was,” she said. “He answered and
we met up. | showed him the house when it
was just a shell and there were still no finishing
touches.” She brought Gwyn down to check

out her grandmother’s collection of furniture
and he advised her not to buy anything new.
*Puwede palang buhayin ‘yung mga luma,” Kitty
says, recalling how happy she was to hear that
painting an old narra table black could elevate it
and keep it current, and how her gundplmnll'
flower chairs which she loved as a kid ("They
made me feel like | was Thumbelinal®) could

be reupholstered in new fabric. “I love how
Gwyn just gave me this new perspective on
decorating—he gave me a seed and from there,
| knew what | could do.*










LIVING AREA, The hi
SPace merges three ¢
unified space, The seating area s black and
white, framed by floor to ceiling drapes
in geometric Pattern, and s also flanked
by an eclectic mix of Chinese chairs and
ceramics, a zebra Print rug, and a classic old
coffee table that looks straight out of your
grandmother's attic, “The canvas seat covers
are there because the couch is right beside
the kids' play area—upholstery is hardly ever
washable and kids do have a tendency to use
the couch as their own personal sketchbook,”
she explains. “You can wash canvas, bleach it,
and you're done with your clean-up.”

gh ceilinged open
istinct zones into a

real living



